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who organized the Knight Investment Company later took over the 
project with the idea of supplying electric power to mines and industries 
he owned in the area. Work on the plant resumed in the Spring of 1909 
and provided employment to many Midway men. The plant was ready 
for production in April, 1910, and a power line was strung to the Snake 
Creek Tunnel and another to Park City. Later lines ran to American Fork 
Canyon. 

About 1912, Utah Power and Light Co., successor to the Knight In- 
vestment Company, took over the plant, and has maintained it since as 
a booster station. In recent years a line has been run from the plant to 
the Olmstead Plant at the mouth of Provo Canyon, connecting Snake 
Creek with all sections of the UPEL system. 

Superintendents of Snake Creek's power plant have included John 
W. Orrock, Harvey Stone and William Brereton, Operators have in- 
cluded Nathaniel Baldwin, William Blood, John A. Sulser, Cyril Orrock, 
Henry S. Coleman, Vern Probst, LaVon Hair, Earl Willetts, Bert Scott, 
Claude Cornwall, Shield Montgomery and Robert Jarvis. 

John A. Sulser, Conrad Gertsch and Vern Probst were maintenance 
men for the plant. 

The other plant near Midway is located at Deer Creek Dam and 
was placed in operation on February 17, 1958. Part of the multi-million 
dollar Deer Creek Project which began in 1938, the power has two 
generators with capacities of 2,500 kilowatts each. Some 27,000,000 
kilowatt hours are produced yearly at the plant. 


CREAMERIES 


Settlers of Swiss extraction who came to the Midway area began 
the creamery and cheese business that flourished for many years as a 
leading community industry. 

Many of the men herded their cows on a few acres of land and would 
work in timber camps to earn extra cash as they herded. The idea soon 
developed to start cooperative herds and hire boys or a few men to tend 
the herds while the timber work went on. 
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In the fall when the cattle had eaten the hillside feed, and the timber 
work was done, they brought the cows down out of the hills and divided 
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factory in the community. He studied the art of cheese making in Cache 
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Valley and purchased equipment which he placed in a new factory 
building near his home. His results were profitable, and he soon built 
a larger factory across the street where the Robert Mitchell home now 
stands. With his sons, Joseph and William he gathered milk from neigh- 
bors and friends and soon established an extensive cheese market, in- 
cluding a Salt Lake City outlet. 

Gottlieb, Ulrich and Christian Abbegglen, together with Fred Barben. 
also operated a successful cheese factory in White Pine Country in the 
1880's. 

As an outgrowth of the cooperative dairy herds, a cooperative cream- 
ery was also established, with nearly everyone in town contributing some- 
thing to the project, known as “The People's Creamery.” Some who 
deserve special credit for their cheese making efforts include the Hubers. 
Sulsers, Schneitters, Abplanalps, Mosers, Abbegglens, Probsts, Burgeners, 
Murries, Haslers, Buhlers, Kummers and Haueters. 

Other creamery projects that were developing included a butter 
plant on the Vincent Farm operated by William North. Mark Jeffs 
built a creamery south of Johnson's Mill, but this venture later burned 
down. 

Frank Bagley and Ewin Danner operated a butcher plant and re- 
ceiving station near the Charleston Bridge railroad station, shipping much 
of their surplus by train to Salt Lake City. 

The Mutual Creamery established in Heber City bought out The 
People’s Creamery, but those in the cooperative took over the Gottfried 
Buehler store building and continued operating under the direction of 
Joseph Buhler and August Kohler. These operators shipped a high quality 
butter to Ogden under the label “Wild Rose Butter.” Later Albert 
Kohler and Paul Smith operated the creamery until about 1930. 

Fluid milk transportation between Midway and Salt Lake City be- 
came popular in the 1930's and creamery operations were soon unprofit- 
able and were forced to close. The milk transportation, however. 
increased business in the valley considerably, and farmers are now realiz- 
ing some $1.5 million a year out of this enterprise. 
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